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By Omar Gould 
The first day of the protests in Egypt, I was getting 
feelings of mixed emotions and confusion. I was 
happy and excited for Egypt - jumping and whooping 
with cries of joy at first. But then, thoughts of the dan-
ger my father might be in made me stop in my tracks, 
my heart in my throat. 
    To explain – I am a son of both Egypt and America 
– my father is Egyptian and my mother is an Ameri-
can.  I’ve lived half my life in the Middle East (Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates with frequent visits to 
family in Egypt) and half my life in America. For edu-
cational reasons, I moved here with my mother five 
years ago. My father is still in the Emirates working as 
a professor. We stay in touch and visit as much as we 
can.  (Continued on page 2) 
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Just a week before the start of the 
protests, my father had told me 
and my mother that he was going 
to Egypt for his mid-year vacation.  
My mother and I could not reach 
my father for about two weeks 
during the revolution because the 
government had shut down all of 
the phone lines. Seeing what was 
going on in Egypt and not being 
able to get in touch with my father 
made me very scared, confused 

and worried. I was thinking to 
myself, “Is he OK?  Is he alive?  Is 
he hurt? What’s going on?”  
Watching the protesters in Egypt 
on the news made me scared, yet 
extremely proud to be Egyptian. 
    Seeing the atrocious things that 

the government soldiers had done 
and were doing to the people made 
me very angry and sick, wishing 
that somehow, someone would 
make them stop. The anger that I 
felt towards the Egyptian govern-
ment was like a large blaze burn-
ing throughout my body. I was 
saying to myself, “Why doesn’t 
someone force Mubarak to step 
down!” Then, finally my father 
called me on my cell phone over 

the weekend while I was in the 
Animation Lab doing homework.  
I almost dropped the phone, jump-
ing for joy. The first thing I said to 
my father was “Baba (papa in Ara-
bic), are you OK?  Is everything 
OK?”  He assured me that he was 

all right. Everything was OK, and 
that not much was going on in his 
village or next larger city of Man-
soura – far from the centers of 
protest and violence.  
    He then told me that he had just 
come back from visiting his sister, 
my Aunt Magda, in Alexandria 
and that her son, my cousin Mo-
hammed, had been going out with 
his friends late at night to patrol 
the streets and stop criminals who 

were setting cars on fire and rob-
bing and bothering people. He told 
a story where one night, Moham-
med had been patrolling with his  
friends and they spotted a man 
robbing an older woman. They 
surrounded..(Continued on page 6) 

Egypt’s Revolution from Afar: Half-
Egyptian and Half-American 

Picture by Mohummed Magdi 



By Nicodemus Vosburg 
The month of October was a major point for many 
professional level sports. This month, The National 
Football League season began forming trends that 
most fans have not seen in quite some time, Major 
League Baseball playoffs were in full affect, the NAS-
CAR Sprint Cup Series began its Chase for the 2011 
Sprint Cup, and the National Hockey League began its 
2011-2012 season. 
    So far this year in the NFL, we have seen teams 
with records that no sports analyst could have pre-
dicted. The Buffalo Bills have shocked the sports 
world with two victories no one would have thought to 
be possible. In week 3 of the NFL season they beat the 
New England Patriots in a close game of 34-31. Two 
weeks later the Bills beat the Philadelphia Eagles at a 
score of 31-24. Buffalo still has many games left to 

play in the season though for many Bills fans, a posi-
tive outlook is left for the remainder of the season. The 
Detroit Lions have a record of 5-2, making them a 
major factor in the NFC North Division this year. The 
defending Super Bowl Champion Green Bay Packers 
have not skipped a beat from last year, remaining as 
the only undefeated team in the NFL. 
    The 2011 Major League Baseball playoffs have 
played out to be a wild one. Teams predicted to effort-
lessly advance to the next round had faced some unex-
pected turn of events. Perhaps the biggest shocker of 
the 2011 MLB Playoffs would be the Philadelphia 
Phillies, losing in the divisional round to the St. Louis 
Cardinals. Philadelphia came in to the playoffs with a 
commanding lead over the division, and had the best 
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record in baseball. St. Louis shocked the baseball 
world with their win over the Phillies and has fought 
all the way into the World Series. 
    The 2011 NASCAR Chase for the Sprint Cup has 
played out as a crazy one thus far. Bad fortune in the 
past few weeks has not fared well for drivers like Kyle 
Busch, Kurt Busch and Jimmie Johnson. Being cur-
rently 50 points back, consecutive five time defending 
champion Jimmie Johnson at this point looks out of 
the picture to win, though no one ever should count 
out the contender. Four races remain at this point and 
anything can happen.  
    The National Hockey League began its season at the 
start of October. A team with almost an entire new 
dressing room lineup is the Philadelphia Flyers. In the 
off season the flyers traded away several big aspects of 
their club in order to make a new face for the franchise 
and hopes of winning a Stanley cup. New names in-
clude Wayne Simmonds, Braydon Schenn, Jaromir 
Jagr, and goaltender Ilya Bryzgalov. Teams like the 
New York Rangers have also done work to secure key 
players and have done so in a trade with Dallas for star 
center Brad Richards. The season is still too early to 
conduct any true predictions for how the year will play 
out though. 

This Month in Sports 

    
Want to make a real contribu-

tion to your fellow students? Interested in document-
ing what is going on, on campus? You might want to 
join the year book club! 
    Join Chealsea Hopkins, President, Chealsea Dar-
ling, Vice President, and advisor Kyle Lince next fri-
day to be a part of this activity. This is a great opper-
tunity for photographers, artists, business majors, and 
computer majors to fine tune their skills.  
    E m a i l  C h e a l s e a  H o p k i n s  a t                              
chopkins04@student.mvcc.edu for more information. 

New Club at MVCC 

From sportsillustrated.cnn.com  via google images 
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By Mackenzie Weber 
    Thanksgiving is an American holiday that comes 
around every fourth Thursday in November. This year, 
it is on November 24th. Americans spend this long 
weekend visiting friends and family, watching football, 
and eating large home-cooked meals. Many people take 
the day to reflect on everything in life that they are 
thankful for, such as friends, family, good health, good 
fortune, the roof over their heads, and the food on their 
tables. 

    The very first Thanksgiving is accredited to the Puri-
tan pilgrims who settled in Virginia in 1620. They 
came to practice their religion without being persecuted 
by people in England. Life in the new colony of Ply-
mouth was very difficult. The pilgrims did not know 
how to adapt to their new environment, and many of 
them got sick and died. Over time, they developed a 
friendly relationship with the Native American Indians 
of the Wampanoag tribe who lived near their colony. 
The Native Americans helped the pilgrims learn how to 
hunt, fish, farm, and build their settlement better so that 
they could survive.  
    On the anniversary of the settlement, in the fall of 
1621, the pilgrims and Native Americans celebrated a 
bountiful harvest together, and shared a large dinner 
that everyone attended. The tradition has been carried 
on through the years, and is celebrated in America, 
Canada, Liberia, the Netherlands, and Norfolk in Aus-
tralia. Some people choose to attend a religious service 
on Thanksgiving Day to reflect on what they are thank-
ful for. 

By Erin Slegaitis 
    Scholarships are always a big help and some are 
easier to get than others. A little work for some great 
results sounds pretty good to me. However, there are 
some scholarships that work better for you than oth-
ers. MVCC offers a lot of great scholarships and some 
are specific to majors. That means less competition for 
scholarships because they are particular to your field. 
Let us peruse the Center of Arts and Humanities 
scholarships. 
    The James O’Looney Photography scholarship is an 
award given to a fully matriculated student in the pho-
tography program who has either graduated in the fall 
term or will be graduating in the spring term. The 
award given is five hundred dollars; all you have to do 
is demonstrate excellence on your overall GPA in 
photography courses, also by community service 
through promise as a professional photographer. Con-
tact the Center of Arts and Humanities in Payne Hall 
104H for the application. Remember to check out 
more scholarships in Payne Hall room 220 just ask for 
a scholarship packet.   
    I must apologize for a mistake printed regarding the 
Professional Association Scholarship. I had stated that 
the reward amount may vary. However, that is not the 
case; the reward amount is set at $1,000. I apologize 
for any inconveniences that may have caused.  

I’ve Got Plenty to be  
Thankful For 

Art Students Aware 

    The food is a big part of the American Thanksgiv-
ing tradition. A typical dinner includes a whole, oven-
roasted turkey filled with stuffing. The turkey is 
served with more stuffing, gravy, mashed potatoes, 
corn, cranberry jelly, green beans, carrots, and hot 
bread. However, every family has their own traditions 
and variations of Thanksgiving dinner. Dinners range 
from anywhere between lots of people around an ele-
gant table to a single person enjoying a turkey sand-
wich at home.  
    Making dinner does not have to be hard, and you do 
not have to serve lots of different foods. Just pick a 
few favorites. Many of the items needed come frozen 
or in cans from the local supermarket. With a little 
planning, you can enjoy an American Thanksgiving 
dinner at home with your family and friends. 
    But more important than the food is the reason be-
hind the holiday: Everyone has something to be thank-
ful for.  



(Continued from page 2) him, grabbed him by the 
shoulders and told him to stop it and give the woman 
her purse back.  They told him he should respect those 
that were older than him. The robber apologized and 
gave the woman her purse back.  
    You have to understand that before the Revolution 
the police force was very active and forceful in Egypt.  
During the Revolution, though, the police stopped do-
ing their jobs and disappeared back into the civilian 
population. So the people had to defend themselves. 
Also, before the Revolution, there were practically no 
violent crimes in Egypt. My father said that my cousin 
Mohammed was having his entire family – his wife 
and children – stay put inside the apartment during the 
protests and violence.  He alone would go out and buy 
food for his family and other friends in his neighbor-
hood.  My father also said that from his sister’s bal-
cony he saw people in the street throwing Molotov 
cocktails at cars and at the police station. When I heard 

this, I asked him if he knew of anyone getting hurt.  
He told me, no – that everyone he knew was OK – and 
that this was good for the Revolution.   
    I told my father that the Revolution made me very 
proud to be Egyptian. He said that he was also proud 
to be Egyptian and that he was extremely proud of 
Egypt’s youth for standing up to the government. I 
told him that I had cried tears of joy for the Revolu-
tion. He told me that he had cried as well. We then 
said goodbye, and I went back to the Animation lab to 
do some more work.  
    Then a month later, when I came into the lab and 
was passing a classmate’s computer, I saw the head-
line “Mubarak steps down.” I got so excited that I ran 
out into the hall of the AB building and started jump-
ing for joy shouting, “Yes! Egypt’s free!” Then I got a 
call from my mother telling me that Mubarak had 
stepped down and I told her that I had seen it on a 
friend’s computer screen. Then, not long after that, my 
father called and said, “Did you see the news, my 
boy?” I told him, yes, that I had seen it on one of my 
classmate’s computer screen with the headline 
“Mubarak steps down.” I told him that I was totally 
elated. My father said that he was proud – really proud 
of Egypt’s youth. We both said that the Revolution 
made us very proud to be Egyptian. We continued 
talking excitedly for the next 20 minutes. Then we bid 
each other goodbye and I went back to the Animation 

I was so excited that I ran out into the 
hall of the AB building and started 

jumping for joy shouting, “ Yes! Egypt’s 
free!” 
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lab with an extra spring in my step to do my work.  
    I’m hoping beyond hope that Egypt’s revolution 
fulfills its promise. It’s a really good start, and hope-
fully my father’s country will be able to enjoy liberty’s 
sweet embrace that my mother’s country has been en-
joying for so long.  

Corner Garden 
By William Clark 
    Is your room bland and uninteresting? Does it lack 
appeal to the senses? Have you perhaps considered 
introducing a potted plant or two? 
    Many people use plants to make the rooms in their 
house come alive, so why shouldn't you do so with 
your dorm room too? They can be easy to care for and 
you don't have to pick up after their messes like a pet. 
There are several plants that are ideal to indoor growth 
that are very easy to obtain. 
   First up is Aloe 
Vera. Many people 
use this as a mois-
turizer or as a shav-
ing gel. It is an 
excellent solution 
for minor burns and 
dry skin. It is very 
easy to grow in-
doors all times of 
the year. Just have 
it in a bright win-
dow; make sure 
that if it will be cold that day you move it a little bit 
away from the glass so that it doesn't get frosted. If it 
starts to turn purple, then the plant is too cold. 

    Next is Cras-
sula ovata, better 
known as the jade 
tree. This plant is 
ideal for the for-
getful person, 
seeing as it only 
needs to be wa-
tered once every 
two weeks in the 
summer, and only 
once a month in 
the winter. There 

are several types, including one that is a dwarf, and all 
are easy to care for. 
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By Ian Miller 
    The GNU/Linux operating sys-
tem has been around since the mid
-90s. You may not even have been 
aware of its existence until now. 
So, why should you use a virtually 
unknown operating system on your computer? 
1.  It is free  
    I'd like to distinguish here the difference between 
the uses of the word free. When you use free in the 
context of free beer, you are talking about price. When 
you use free in the context of free speech, you are 
talking about freedom. Most GNU/Linux distributions 
are free in both contexts. This is one area where GNU/
Linux really stands above proprietary operating sys-
tems.  
    Imagine you're in a situation where your computer's 
OS (operating system) got corrupted so badly that the 
only option was a full reinstall of the OS. But, you 
don't have an install disk for your OS. Your friend 
does though. So you figure, hey, you can just borrow 
your friend's disk. But that's illegal. That disk is only 
licensed to your friend. So you are left with one of 
two options, buy an install disk, or break the law. 
That's not really fair, is it? It's your friend’s disk, isn't 
it? He paid a few hundred dollars for that disc; should-
n't he be able to use it to help you out?  
    That's the problem with proprietary software. It isn't 
your program/game/OS when you buy it. It's still the 
corporation-that-built-it's property. They're just letting 
you use it because you paid them. You can't change it, 

you can't let your friend in-
stall it on their computer, you 
can't even peek inside at the 
code without breaking the 
law. Why put yourself in that 
situation? 
    Just use GNU/Linux. You 
can do whatever you want 
with it. You can look at the 
code, take bits of code and 

change them, copy it, sell copies of it that you made, 
anything you can think of really. That situation above 
where you needed to borrow an install disk? That 
would be fine and perfectly legal for your friend to let 
you borrow a GNU/Linux install disk. No criminal 
activity required. 
2. It is easy to use 
   Most GNU/Linux distributions these days come 
with a high quality window manager (the desktop en-

vironment) comparable to the desktop environments 
on the popular OSs. They come with easy to use con-
figuration tools, and take care of the more difficult 
stuff for you. You only have to get as involved in the 
management of your computer as you want.  
   Ubuntu, which is the distribution that I would rec-
ommend to new users of GNU/linux, is extremely user 
friendly. It comes preloaded with all sorts of useful 
and free software, such as the office suite LibreOffice, 
various games, the FireFox web browser, and more. It 
even comes with its own software center where you 
can find all sorts of extra software, ranging from mu-
sic programs to various math and science programs. It 
doesn't even cost anything, and you can make copies 
and give them to your friends.   
   Why not give GNU/Linux a try? You don't even 
have to install it on your computer. If you follow the 
instructions at www.ubuntu.com/download, you can 
install Ubuntu GNU/Linux distribution on a USB stick 
or DVD. After you do that, you can boot Ubuntu from 
the USB stick or DVD and use it like you would your 
regular OS, all without erasing your regular OS. 
   If you would like to try out Ubuntu and would like 
some help, feel free to contact me at imil-
ler22@student.mvcc.edu. I would be happy to provide 
assistance. If you would like to go any further with 
GNU/Linux, feel free to join my GNU/Linux User 
Group. It's currently in the works and the more people 
we have, the better the group will be. We're currently 
in need of a student congress representative. If you’re 
interested, just let me know; we'd be happy to have 
you.  
   Remember, Have Fun!                  

Linux 
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IOS 5 ! 
By Samuel Steffen 
    IOS 5 was released Wednesday, October 12. So, 
those of you that own an iPod touch (third generation 
or later), an iPhone 3GS (or later) or an iPad, are now 

able to upgrade your operating 
systems. 
     To do so you first will need 
to update your computers 
iTunes application to the latest 
version. By opening up your 
current version of iTunes you 
can click on the iTunes menu 
and select the option to check 

for updates. A pop up will then appear on your screen 
claiming that a newer version of iTunes has been re-
leased. From there you can download the latest update. 
Once you have successfully updated iTunes you can 
then plug your IOS device into your computer (as you 
normally would to sync the device). Another pop up 
will then appear on your screen informing you that 
IOS 5 is available to be downloaded. Once you prompt 
iTunes it will then begin to backup all of your device’s 
data and then download 
and install the new OS 
(be forewarned the proc-
ess could take an hour or 
more). 
     Once your mobile 
devices are updated, what 
do you do then? Well, 
you can then take advan-
tage of the 200 NEW 
features of the OS. The 
feature that I believe to 
be the most noteworthy of the new OS is the integra-
tion of a cloud database known as iCloud. Basically 
what iCloud does is it allows users to wirelessly sync 
and transfer all of their music, photos, apps, e-mail, 
contacts, calendars, documents and more, between 
computers (Mac or PC) and devices without ever hav-
ing to connect them via a USB adapter. To enable 
iCloud on a Mac simply update your current OS to 
OSX Lion (v10.7.2 or later) and from there once your 
OS is completely up to date a new icon labeled iCloud 
can be found in your system preferences. From here 
you can control what you want to share between your 
devices. 
     Next month I will be addressing the new iPhone 4S 
and more of IOS 5. 

By Jeffery Warner 
    The 99% movement, a recent economic and political 
group on the rise, has gained a lot of media attention. 
This group claims to stand against the 
"unconstitutional" acts of big businesses and taxation 
within the country. They also claim to stand against 
personifying corporations, which means they stand 
against the fact that corporations have as many, if not 
more, rights within a court of law. This movement has 
quickly picked up steam since the Occupy Wall street 
group started in mid-September. 
    Sadly, not a lot of people know about this move-
ment on campus. Lindsey Caebs, 22, regretfully in-
formed me that she was not well informed on the sub-
ject. This was not an uncommon thing. In fact, many 
students were woefully uninformed on the subject. 
    Diana Appleton, 19, did have some knowledge 
about the subject. She understood the movement to be 
"trying to reform government." She was also quick to 
add that she was not very well informed on the subject, 
only having a rudimentary knowledge of the group. 
    Gavan Greco, 18, upon minor research, said that he 
vastly agrees with what this movement is standing for. 
He agreed that the government should "tax the rich 
more" so as to "give middle class and poor more 
money to spend". He also made the comment that 
some people have multi-million dollar incomes and 
posed the question "What is the point?!" 
    It is an excellent question asking what the point of 
having so much money is. The 99% movement works 
through peaceful protest to get people to realize that 
though a huge sum of the nation’s income goes to 1%, 
the other 99% have "footed the bill." Regardless of 
whether you support the group or not, this is definitely 
a group that warrants being informed on. If they suc-
ceed it will surely have wide-spread effects. 

The Other 1% Technology Spotlight 

99% ? 
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Parking Lots: User Friendly? 
By Tristan Zonnevylle     
    According to the accommodating staff in the MVCC 
Security Office, there are around 2000 parking spots 
available to the students. Yet, on Mondays and 
Wednesdays there are up to 5000 students that drive to 
school. Can they not add more spaces? Is it not feasi-
ble to add a parking garage? Along with my personal 
experience, I have friends and coworkers who also are 
matriculated at MVCC and we can never find a park-
ing space. Accidents happen, people get angry, they 
leave out of frustration, or miss class because the lack 
of spaces. Something most definitely needs to be done 
to rectify this problem.  
     When considering the parking lots, it is worth men-
tioning the danger of the situation. While talking to 
random people on campus, there is a young lady in my 
math class who discovered a healthy sized dent on her 
car, and there was no note. Could they possibly add 
more speed bumps, or maybe hire a crossing guard to 
slow people down a little? The consensus certainly 
appears to be that the parking lots are not “user 
friendly” for our commuting students.  

By Darren Toy 
    DEVOUR is a Central New York rock band that 
supplies a night full of untouchable energy.  The com-
bination of modern and classic rock is occasionally 
mixed with pop melodies.  The fact that they will 
mold their set list to the audiences reaction gives them 
an edge over other local cover bands. This allows 
them to please any crowd in a variety of moods.   
    Lead vocalist Artie Newman brings a fun rock edge 
drawing the audience in with his vocal ability and 
stage presence. While Paul Smith's guitar brings a 
unique sound to the band with ripping guitar so-
los modeled after modern greats such as 
Mark Tremonti of Creed.  Guitarist Chris Walters 
has amazing guitar rhythm abilities that keep the mel-
ody going. Bassist Kevin Dundon provides 
a mesmerizing performance from the first note he 
plays. He has toured and shared the stage 
with national acts such as Disturbed: it is obvious that 
he brings his knowledge and experiences to the band 
giving them a driving force. Drummer Chris Bernz 
provides a rhythmic groove that keeps people moving 
all night long. His energy flows through the drums 
and raises him to a level above your average local 
drummer. 

    The core members of the band have been together 
for about two years changing only for the better by 
adding Kevin and Chris Walters. Their combined tal-

 Local Music Spotlight 
ents allow them the ability to learn a variety of songs 
from many genres of music.  This does come with a 
drawback though. No matter how much talent you 
put on one stage they are still a cover band.  Yes they 
play a variety of styles giving them preference to the 
local scene but, they aren't adding anything new or 
original to the local scene.  In their defense though 
the local scene really hasn't changed much in the past 
15 years as far as taste goes.  The perfect example of 
this is one of the local radio stations still to this day 
plays the same 3 Pink Floyd songs in a consistent 
rotation.    
    If you are in the mood to just go out and rock out 
with a combination of classic 80's, 90's and modern 
rock then this is a band to check out for sure.  You 
will be able to find them playing most weekends; 
friend them on Facebook by typing "Devour" in the 
search field. Who knows, maybe I'll see you at one of 
their upcoming shows at the Sports Pub in Camden 
on November 18th if you are 21 or over.  If not then 
definitely go see them at The Snubbing Post in Rome 
on November 26th  This will be a 18 and over show.   
    If you have any ideas for bands for the author to 
check out please feel free  to email me  here at  
StudentVoice@mvcc.com with the subject heading 
“Music” and he will do my best to check them out. 
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Crossword puzzle courtesy of http://puzzles.about.com/library/features/dailyxwd 
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Comics 
By Joshua Wayman 
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