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STUDENT CONGRESS CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

     
We, the students of Mohawk Valley Community College, aware of our God-given rights and responsibilities and desiring truths, unite through a Student Association based on democratic principles to further those conditions and activities that will lead to a fuller and more rewarding life, and thus will help us to successfully meet the many responsibilities that will be ours upon being graduated, do hereby create this constitution for the Student Congress of Mohawk Valley Community College.  This constitution and all of the provisions herein, shall be interpreted as consistent with the policies of the Board of Trustees of Mohawk Valley Community College.

Article I – Purpose


The purpose of this Constitution is to affirm the individual right of each student to participate directly in establishing policies and procedures associated with student life at Mohawk Valley Community College.  Additionally, this constitution reaffirms the principle that the best student government is that which guarantees student participation which is direct, open, and responsible to changing student needs, which is integral to and not isolated from other decision-making and governing processes of the college, and which provides varied opportunities for the continuing personal, social and educational development of each student participant.

Article II – Student Association Membership

Section 1 –

A. Full Members

Students enrolled in MVCC courses, and upon payment of the Student Activity Fee each term, automatically become full members of the Mohawk Valley Community College Student Association. 

B. Associate Members

Any student who attends class on a campus of MVCC and is enrolled in a course(s) which may or may not be an MVCC course/section, may voluntarily pay the appropriate student activity fee based on the number of credit hours or equivalent credit hours taken.  If there is no credit or equivalent credit the amount will be computed on the combined total number of clock hours the student is in class, lab, practicum. Payment shall be based on the then in place Student Activity Fees for MVCC students, minus any portion of the appropriate fee dedicated to Intercollegiate Athletics. Such payment will make that individual an Associate Member of the Student Association. 

Section 2 – Membership Rights and Privileges

Associate members will experience the same privileges as other members of the Student Association, except that they may not become members of Student Congress. Members and officers of student clubs must be members of the Student Association. Advisors to a student club or organization may have the same rights and privileges as a student member, except the right to vote.

Article III – Student Congress 

The members of the Student Association shall govern themselves through the Student Congress.

Section 1 – Name


The name of this organization shall be the Student Congress of Mohawk Valley Community College, herein sometimes referred to as the Congress.

Section 2 –


The Student Congress shall encourage academic excellence within the realm of providing social, recreational, educational, and cultural activities.

Section 3 –


The Student Congress shall act as a liaison between the student body and College Administration and shall represent the student body on Col1ege Committees, Boards, Councils, and other organizations as mutually agreed by the Student Congress and College.

Section 4 –


The Student Congress shall exercise general supervision over chartering and funding of student organizations and activities through Student Activity Fee monies.

Section 5 -

Boards, committees, sub-committees, and other organizations shall be established to ensure that the purposes of the Congress are met.

Article IV – Structure of the Student Congress 

Section 1 –


Membership on the Student Congress shall be open to any full member of the Student Association who has been trained, certified a member by the President of Student Congress, and maintains a minimum 2.0 GPA as recorded in the Registrar’s Office.

Section  2 –

Each club or student organization shall be entitled to have one voting delegate in Student Congress. The club or student organization may designate more than one student to be the delegate. Each designated student shall meet the membership requirements in Section 1 of this Article.
Section 3 –


Any student who is a member of Student Congress is eligible to hold an elected or appointed position in Student Congress.  Such positions are: President, Vice-President of Utica Campus, Vice-President of Rome Campus, Student Trustee, Program Director, Vice President of Marketing & Promotion, and Treasurer.  Upon assuming the duties of a position, the student must carry and continue to carry, while holding the position, a minimum of nine (9) credit hours (or equivalent hours) and maintain a minimum GPA of 2.5 as recorded in the Registrar’s Office and may not be a designated delegate of a club.

Section 4 –


The President, Vice-President of Utica Campus, Vice-President of Rome Camps and the Student Trustee will be elected officers of Student Congress.  They shall be elected by a plurality vote from and by the voting membership of Student Congress at the annual elections or when there is a vacancy.

Section 5 –


Congress shall secure the services of three administrative positions a Treasurer, Program Director, and a Vice President of Marketing & Promotion.

Section 6 – 


The officers and administrators will compose the Executive Board. Student Congress may form other committees and boards as needed to fulfill its purposes.

Article V – Amendments to Constitution

Section 1 –


Proposed amendments shall be read at a regular meeting of Congress, then publicized on campus for a period of not less than five (5) school days, after which, Congress can ratify the proposed amendment at its next regular meeting by a ¾ vote of the members present and voting.

Section 2 –


The amendment will become effective upon acceptance by the College.

Article VI – Branch Campuses

Section 1 –


Students at a branch campus of Mohawk Valley Community College can, at any time, organize themselves into a separate Student Association, and form their own governance structure.

Section 2 –


Until such separate associations are formed, students at branch campuses will, upon payment of the Student Activity Fee, become members of the Student Association.

Section 3 – 


Students at the Rome Campus of Mohawk Valley Community College may elect to be an active member of either Rome Campus Student Congress or Utica Campus Student Congress.  No distinction or preference shall be shown to students of either body of Congress.  Rome Campus Student Congress is not a separate entity from Utica Campus Student Congress and exists to facilitate concerns from the Rome Campus to the Utica Campus in a clear and concise manner.  Continuation or the availability of Go-To-Meeting will occur each Thursday at the Utica Campus Student Congress meetings.

Article VII – Ratification


This constitution and By-Laws shall become effective on June 1, 2010 after publication on campus for a period of five (5) school days, and upon passage in the current Student Congress and acceptance by the College.

Article VIII – Dissolution


In the event that the Student Association dissolves or terminates, after paying any and all outstanding liabilities, all remaining assets will be distributed exclusively to the Mohawk Valley Community College Alumni Association.  If this organization is not functioning or is defunct, the remaining assets should be distributed to the Mohawk Valley Community Foundation, Inc.
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