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Hawk Dollars creates “Spending Power”
for faculty and staff at meal time
When it comes to purchasing meals or snacks
on the Utica or Rome campuses, Sodexo has
a deal for faculty and staff which makes paying
as easy as a flip of the wrist. A service Sodexo
has been offering for years but few know about
is that faculty and staff can purchase Hawk Dollars.
Hawk Dollars is the money which is placed on
an account for students, faculty and staff which
can be applied to Sodexo purchases via the
MVCC identification card. As a way to encourage students, faculty and staff to take advantage of this program, Sodexo puts an additional
10 percent on the account when more than $50
is applied.
“We have been offering this forever, but the
faculty and staff have not taken full advantage
of it,” said James P. Suriano, General Manager
of Sodexo Food Services.
A special offer Sodexo is offering through the
end of January is if a faculty or staff member “Likes” its Facebook
page (mvcc dining services) and purchases $50 of Hawk Dollars,
the Sodexo will increase the purchase by 20 percent. Using the
MVCC ID like a debit card, faculty and staff just need to swipe it
through the card reader and the meal or snack is paid for.
“We felt this promotion would do two things. First raise
awareness of this service and secondly encourage more of the
faculty to use it,” said Suriano. “It gives more functionality to the
employee ID card which you have to have on campus anyway.”
For the College’s student body, their accounts are wiped
clean following the spring semester. But the accounts for faculty

and staff remain active year round throughout their employment
at the College. The Hawk Dollars can be used at Zebi in the
Academic Building, the dining hall, and on the Rome Campus.
Because there is no swipe machine in the Interlude, the card
cannot be used there.
To purchase Hawk Dollars, faculty and staff can pay with
cash, check or credit card in the Sodexo office in the Alumni
College Center. An added program Sodexo is offering this
spring is a frequency card for the dining hall where faculty and
staff can purchase five meals and get the sixth free. For the
Interlude, where there are plans to bring back the salad bar,
those who purchase six meals will get the seventh free.

Vietnamese professor arrives March 24
For the fifth year, the College will be hosting a visiting professor from our partner in Vietnam, Kien Giang Community
College.
Professor Oanh (prounounced “wan”) will arrive on March
24 and leave the day after Spring Commencement. She will be
visiting classes, giving presentations, meeting faculty, staff and
students informally, and provides the MVCC community the opportunity to be citizen diplomats.
During last year’s visit, 120 people assisted with the visiting
professor in many ways - the mailroom tended to visa paperwork, and various people escorted the previous professor to his
first baseball game and to Boston and New York. Others made
him home-cooked meals, took him out to dinner, attended the
BISS Center’s etiquette dinner, and took him shopping in Syra-
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cuse after a trip to Herkimer Diamonds or Howe Caverns.
“What we offer does not have to be a big special event. To
our visitors, even going through the drive-thru at McDonald’s
is new,” said Sandra A. Engel Ph.D., Director of International
Education.
As with the previous KGCC visitors, Oanh is in the KGCC
Foreign Language Department of which she is the Chair and
has a Masters of Art in TESL.
“Please make her feel at home as she is spending nine
weeks away from her husband and three-year-old son to visit
MVCC. If you were involved last year, I will be tracking you
down,” said Dr. Engel. “If you have not been involved before but
would like to give it a try, please send me an email and I’ll see
what we can do together.”
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Honoring Employees for Years of Service
MVCC features some of the best athletes
and athletic programs in the nation which
could not have been accomplished without
the dedicated work of David Warren. He has
been at the heart of seeking out and recruiting these phenomenal individuals.
“Many, if not most, of our student athletes’
first contact with our college is through
David. He has an uncanny ability to relate
to students from all backgrounds and make
them feel welcomed and at ease,” said Gary
Broadhurst, Associate Dean of Athletics
and Physical Education. “There is a direct
correlation between the past 15 years of the
athletic department’s success and David’s
arrival on this campus.”
David was recognized for 15 years of
service to the athletic and physical education department. While being best known
as the college’s recruiter, his official title is
Assistant to the Associate Dean of Athletics
& Physical Education.
When not out recruiting the next generation of student-athletes, David has been
MVCC’s baseball coach for the past 11
seasons and has qualified for post season
almost every year. He also serves as an
adjunct faculty member in the PE Department teaching Fitness
Center and Strength Training classes.
David is also involved in the community by conducting base-

Nursing students get crash
course on Respiratory Care
Respiratory Care faculty Lorie Phillips and Debra Waterman
offered an educational opportunity for senior Nursing students
on January 11
through the Corporate and Community
Education Center on
the Utica campus.
The five-hour
course called,
“Advanced Oxygen
Therapy and Basic
Mechanical Ventilation” included lecture
and small group stations with the newFile Photo
est oxygen delivery
devices, noninvasive ventilation equipment and three adult
mechanical ventilators. Several senior respiratory students volunteered to manage several of the equipment stations providing for collaboration and interaction with the Nursing students.
Twenty-seven Nursing students participated to enhance their
knowledge base and help build a job readiness portfolio. A
certificate of completion was provided to course participants.
Local health care employers were made aware of this offering and were enthusiastic about this innovative collaboration
approach to better prepare Nursing graduates for employment
post-graduation.
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ball and softball clinics during the summer. His team is active
in community service projects, most notably the Holly Days
program for collecting toys for children and fund raising for the
Feed Our Vets program.
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Hawks b-ball ranked
#3, track records set
Several MVCC Athletes qualified for the NJCAA Region III Indoor Track Championships last weekend at RIT. Jamal Temple,
Carlin Chruscicki, Nichole Bliss and Abbey Clark all met the
qualifying standards for the February 16 event.
Chruscicki set a school record in the weight throw which
qualified her for the Indoor Track Nationals to be held at Texas
Tech University in March.
The women’s basketball team started the spring semester
right where it left off in December. The Hawks improved to 14-0
with a 56-47 win over NJCAA Division I Globe Tech. Stevie Ray
led the way for the Hawks with 18 points while adding three
assists and three steals. The ladies host Adirondack CC on
Monday.
The men’s basketball team started the spring semester with a
narrow loss on the road to Globe Tech, 87-84. MVCC drops to
9-5 on the season.
The Hawks ice hockey team dropped two contests last week.
The Hawks are still searching for their first win this season
as they host Monroe CC on Saturday at the Utica Auditorium
beginning at 7 p.m.
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