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‘The harder I work, the luckier I get’
advice for Phi Theta Kappa inductees
The Lambda Beta Chapter of MVCC’s
Phi Theta Kappa continued to grow
it ranks on Wednesday as the honor
society inducted more than 60 new
members during a ceremony in the
MVCC Theater. MVCC has inducted
more than 10,000 members into the Phi
Theta Kappa International Honor Society
since 1960.
On hand to celebrate the
accomplishments of these students
were College President Randall J.
VanWagoner, Ph.D., Maryrose Eannace,
Ph.D., vice president for Learning and
Academic Affairs, and keynote speaker
John Bullis, Executive Director of
Organizational Development at MVCC.
“You are the best and brightest at
MVCC and with that title comes a great
responsibility,” said Dr. VanWagoner.
“Being a member of Phi Theta Kappa
gives you a chance to make a difference
in service to the community and the
College. Phi Theta Kappa at MVCC is
more than just a resume builder. You
have earned the right and responsibility
to take advantage of what Phi Theta
Kappa has to offer.”
The Phi Theta Kappa International
Honor Society was established in
Missouri in 1918, and serves to
recognize and encourage the academic
achievement of two-year college students
and provide opportunities for individuals’
growth and development through honors,
leadership and service programming.
The keynote speaker addressed the
inductees along with their family, friends
and mentors on overcoming adversity
in life. Bullis told of his life where he
wandered directionless through high
school which led to his joining the Navy.
He told of how it wasn’t until he left the
military, begun a family and found himself
in a dead end job that he discovered the
power and importance of education.
“Forty-one years ago this month, I
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enrolled as a freshman at a community
college not knowing if that was the
path for me,” said Bullis. “In the end,
community college proved to be a
Godsend to me. I enjoyed the positive

encouragement from the professors that I
could achieve anything I set my mind to.”
Bullis went on to earn a 4.0 GPA and
was inducted into Phi Theta Kappa.
He told Wednesday’s audience about
the merits of hard work and service
leadership and how they can be the
most rewarding parts of life. He told the
inductees of how he has lived his life by
the words of Alexander Hamilton – “The
harder I work, the luckier I get” – and
he encouraged the inductees to do the
same.
To close out the ceremony, Bullis was
made an Honorary Member of MVCC’s
Lambda Beta Chapter.
Phi Theta Kappa continues to promote
Leadership, Scholarship, Fellowship
and Service, while becoming the largest
honor society in higher education with
more than 2.5 million members and
1,275 chapters located in all 50 of the
United States, U.S. territories, British
Virgin Islands, Canada, Germany, and
the Republic of Palau.
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Honoring Employees for Years of Service
Jeanne Litz has been the “Face of
MVCC” for 15 years and was recently
recognized for her dedication and hard
work. Jeanne joined MVCC on September
1, 1997, as a Data Processing Clerk in the
Office of Records and Registration. Jeanne
is responsible for making sure transcripts
are sent out on a daily basis as well as
handling the graduation processing. She
is also the lead volunteer for organizing
the Employee Picnic every summer on the
quad.

Sign up now for 4t
h
Friday Fall Institute

Students get insight about
drugs and alcohol dangers
Paul Vitagliano from
the Insight House
spoke to Rosemary
Fuoco’s ED100
College Seminar class
on Friday, August
17. Insight House
has an Outpatient
Program which serves
500 people, offers
a Day Treatment
Program which serves
85 people, and a
Residential Program
which serves 40 people
who live on site in a
rehab environment.
Offices are on
Whitesboro Street and
Genesee Street in
South Utica.
Vitagliano discussed drugs and alcohol addictions along with
the growing problem of “Bath Salts.” According to Vitagliano,
Bath Salts are very similar to PCP and make the user paranoid.
“[Users] are flying on energy and they are strong, scared and
paranoid,” said Vitagliano. “They want to attack those around
them and there is no long-term research on this stuff.”
He visited the class to make the students aware of the
dangers of drugs and alcohol.
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Register now to take
part in
the Fourth Friday Fa
ll Institute
on personal safety an
d deescalation, slated for
Friday,
Sept. 14, beginning at
8:30
a.m. and running un
til 1 p.m.
Here’s the link to reg
ist
http://www2.mvcc.edu er:
/
training/sept/

Small Works Gallery
features Thom Piejko
The Small Works Gallery opened the 2012-2013 academic
year with the works of Thom Piejko. His designs of futuristic
and imaginative machines are images of possibilities.
“My works are large stylized drawings of machines inspired
by my favorite movie imagery,” said Piejko.
His works will be on display through Tuesday, September 28.
The Small Works Gallery is located on the second floor of the
Information Technology Building. The Gallery hours are Tuesday–Friday, 1-6 p.m.
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Interlude offers new format
The Interlude has opened with a fresh new face.
After asking what patrons what they wanted out of the facultystaff dining room, this Fall the Interlude features a new lighter
menu at a reduced price. While the new menu format will not
feature hot entrees as it did in the past, there will be a choice of
two styles of soups, two types of green salads along with two
kinds of sandwiches (wraps, baguettes, etc.) and two desserts.
There will also be coffee/tea and cold drinks available.
The new price has been reduced to $5 and the format remains an all you can eat.
“This is what patrons told us what they wanted. A place where
faculty and staff can quietly congregate and share ideas over a
light meal,” said Jim Suriano, Manager of Sodexo Food Service
at MVCC.
The Interlude is open Monday-Friday, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Porcelli honored with Pride of the Pride
Dan Porcelli’s contributions to the College continue to be
recognized over the summer as he was awarded the Pride of
the Pride honor for his dedication to service of students and coworkers alike. Earlier in the year he received Pride of the Hawk
award which is presented twice a year. His Pride of the Pride
award recognizes him as the year’s top honoree.
As the Bursar at the College, Porcelli is constantly in motion
attending to the many intricate details and processes managed
by the Bursar’s Office. His attention to detail in coordinating the
work of the Bursar’s Office with the Financial Aid Department
and the Registrar’s Office, as well as ongoing contact with other
Student Services areas keeps the process running smoothly for
students and employees alike.
He also makes time to serve on important committees for
MVCC and to help students navigate the enrollment process.

Welders’ club spruces up the Jorgensen Center
With the return of rain over the past several weeks, the
greenery around the campus has begun to spring back to life.
Along with this greenery comes the unwanted growth of weeds.
As one of their community service projects, the Welders Among
Communities volunteers to pull all the weeds from around the
Jorgensen Center’s planting beds. The WAC members spent an
hour on Wednesday pulling weeks and then went around picking
up discarded cigarette butts from around the building.
“They did such a nice job of planting outside the Jorgensen
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Center last year that we felt it was a shame the weeds were
starting to come back. We really wanted to help out and
give back with this project,” said Mike Sorrentino, Assistant
Professor of the welding program.
The club will be performing 10 more community service
projects this semester for agencies such as the Oneida County
Sheriff’s Department and the New York State Police.
WAC had 21 of its 27 members working on the Jorgensen
Center cleanup.
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‘Success Center’ helps
athletes to be excel
The College fields 22 men’s and women’s athletic teams
which bring a culture and spirit here that are missing from other
institution. For MVCC student-athletes, the mission is to juggle
their studies, practice, games, and personal life in order to be
successful on the field and in the classroom.
In an effort to help these students achieve success, the
athletic department has created the Student-Athlete Success
Center which is located in Room 110 of the Jorgensen Athletic/
Event Center.
“This has proven to be extremely beneficial to the studentathletes,” said Jason Carpenter, who is Assistant to the Associate Dean of Physical Education/Athletics. He also operates as
the Student-Athlete Academic Success Program Coordinator
and women’s basketball coach. “There has been a visible and
positive effect on the student-athletes.”
The model of the “Success Center” has been so beneficial that other areas of the College have inquired to how the
methods can be applied elsewhere. Carpenter has been working with the PAR Program in an effort to add another level of
success for the Hawks’ athletes and has recruited the help of
faculty to prevent students from falling between the cracks.
“The biggest difference is the participation of the faculty,” said
Carpenter. “Faculty participation is phenomenal. Before we set
up this program, the participation of faculty in helping to track
athletes’ grades was in the teens. Last year it peaked at 76
percent of the instructors helping to keep track.”
A student-athlete whose grade has fallen below a C in any
particular class is tracked from the third week of the semester.
The idea is to get them help before they are too far behind to
make up the work. Carpenter has been working closely with
faculty to figure out where a student-athlete is faltering and then
works to customize tutoring and other help to improve chances
for academic success.
The student-athletes put in their tutoring hours in one of the
Learning Centers on the campuses or the Success Center.
They are tracked electronically as they have to sign in and out.
The number of hours logged in the Learning Centers and
the Success Center in the two years since the program was
launched has increased from 378 hours in 2010-11 to 2009
hours in 2011-12
“This isn’t just for student-athletes who are struggling. We
have a significant number of student-athletes who are taking
advantage of the services. They find the services offered are
helping them to achieve success,” said Carpenter. “I have a
better feel of how the kids are doing and get them into the services they need to be successful.”
He pointed out that the overall GPA of student-athletes last
year was 2.65, which was 3/10 higher than the general student
population. This year there are 237 student-athletes taking part
in intercollegiate athletics at MVCC.
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PURSING SUCCESS - A student-athlete takes advantage of the Student-Athletes Success Center in the Jorgensen Athletic/Event Center to write a paper.

Athlete of the Week
The Hawks have been busy with the kickoff
of the 2012 Fall season. With two weeks of
action behind the Hawks, we have two MVCC
Athletes of the Week to honor for outstanding
performances on the field.
For the week of August 26,
Meghan Gaffney dominated
the competition and proved
unstoppable in the Hawks
9-2 victory over JamestownOlean Community College.
Gaffney scored four goals
in this game as the women’s
soccer team toppled the deGaffney
fending NJCAA Region III-B
champions.
Gaffney is a sophomore
who is pursuing General
Studies. She is a graduate
of Sauquoit Valley Central
School.
For the week of September
2, Meghan Carlo was named
the Hawks’ top athlete. Carlo
scored five goals in leading
Carlo
the Hawks’ soccer team to
two victories in seven days.
Carlo is a freshman Engineering Science
major and a graduate of Oriskany High School.
The Hawks are now 3-0.
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