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Move to Peace Officer status
improves campuses’ security
MVCC is taking proactive steps to
make its campuses safer learning
environments with the addition of four
peace officers to the College’s Security
Department. The officers are on campus
and in MVCC’s residence halls starting
this month.
The move to Peace Officer status,
which has been in the planning stage
for more than a year, took place under
the guidelines of New York State Law
and as approved by the College’s Board
of Trustees at their December 2010
meeting.
By state law, community college peace
officers have the authority to enforce
the Laws of New York State. Powers
include traffic stops and the issuance
of tickets for moving violations; use
of physical force in making an arrest
or preventing an escape; warrantless
arrests; transportation of individuals in
mental health crisis who pose a threat to
themselves or others; and removal of any
firearms discovered on property owned
or rented by the College.
Peace Officers will be on patrol at the
Utica Campus around the clock with
rotating shifts as an enhancement of
MVCC’s current security force. They will
also be able to respond to calls on the
Rome Campus. Because of the recent
success of patrols by the Utica Police
Department, these patrols will continue
and Peace Officers will work closely with
local police.

Among New York’s
community colleges,
some deploy armed
Peace Officers and
some use unarmed
Peace Officers.
While MVCC’s Peace
Officers carry additional
equipment compared
Palmer
to security officers,
they do not currently
carry firearms. The
Board of Trustees
have instructed MVCC
administrators to
consider the question
of whether Peace
Officers should be
equipped with firearms.
The Trustees and
Hajec
President’s Cabinet
are planning to host
college-wide open forums on this
question in the coming weeks, and the
College Senate and other governance
bodies are expected to give their input.
MVCC’s Peace Officers are new
employees Mark E. Jankowski, Timothy
J. Hajec, and Christopher B. Katz. They
report to Chief Joseph Palmer, who has
also been appointed as a Peace Officer.
Peace Officers work in concert with the
college’s existing security officers. The
main differences between Peace Officers
and security officers include additional
arrest and investigative powers; several

Join the winning tradition
Fly out and support the Hawks on Saturday as the women’s basketball team hosts
Clinton Community College at 1 p.m. in the first half of a doubleheader. The action
continues at 3 p.m. when the men’s basketball team square off against Clinton CC.
Both teams are enjoying very successful seasons. Stop in and cheer on your team.
Admission is free and there is always a great time.
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hundred hours of specialized training
for each peace officer; new equipment
and new connections with local law
enforcement.
Jankowski holds an Associate in
General Studies with a concentration in
Criminal Justice from Columbia College.
He has more than 10 years experience
as a police officer with the Solvay and
Jordan police departments. He is also
experienced in college community
security with two years as a peace officer
at Onondaga Community College.
Hajec’s experience includes being a
police officer with the Town of Frankfort
Police Department and a peace officer at
Syracuse University. He has also worked
as an armed security guard for ETI
Security in Syracuse.
Katz’ experience includes being a
peace officer with the Onondaga County
Auxiliary Police Department and a
security officer at St. Joseph’s Hospital
Health Center in Syracuse.
Individuals requiring assistance by a
peace officer or campus security officer
should contact the Security Office,
headquartered in Room 109 of the
Academic Building on the Utica Campus,
extension 5466. Emergency calls can
be made from any on campus phone to
extension 5777; if calling from off campus
or by cell phone dial 735-4777.

Team MVCC
Heart Run/Walk 2011
In Memory of Sam Drogo
More Information
Coming Soon
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College reaches beyond its borders
James A. Garfield, 20th President of the United States, said it
best when he was quoted, “Next in importance to freedom and
justice is popular education, without which neither freedom nor
justice can be permanently maintained.”
Garfield’s sentiment has not been lost on the mission of
MVCC, which is pushing to close the education gaps between
Oneida County and the rest of the state. Now, MVCC is
expanding efforts to bring education into the communities and
neighborhoods from which its students come. Over the past
three years, MVCC has reached deep into the communities of
Oneida County to bring both credit and non-credit programs.
“We are bringing the college into the community as part of
our commitment to serving the Mohawk Valley,” said Maryrose
Eannace, Ph.D., Vice President for Learning and Academic
Affairs. “We see moving some of our course work out into the
community in order to make us more accessible. Depending
on how this semester goes, we are looking forward to moving
more courses off-campus.”
While MVCC hosts most of its credit and non-credit courses
on its Rome and Utica campuses, the College opened the
MVCC Education Center, located at 524 Elizabeth Street, at the
start of the Fall 2010 semester in order to expand its Carpentry
and Masonry Certificate program in Eastern Oneida County.
Previously offered just in Rome, the addition of the program in
Utica has made getting trained in a trade especially convenient
for students from the Cornhill section of the city.
The Learning Center is in partnership with the Utica Municipal
Housing Authority, which had the space available after having
its maintenance facilities consolidated to another location.
“When we first came out here, the idea was to have a
footprint within the community,” said Frank Przybycien,
Professor and Director of Community Restoration. “Once we
put the signs on the building, we have had people inquiring.
These people would not have sought out this program if we
weren’t within the community.”
MVCC has created many other partnerships. New this spring
is a credit course being offered in Boonville as a pilot program.
This came about when several Boonville area residents
contacted MVCC inquiring about having some courses offered
in Trinity Hall. These inquiries led to the College offering
American National Government (PS101) which began two
weeks ago with 14 students enrolled.
“The goal is to provide more courses in the Boonville area
and this is a trial run,” said Marianne Buttenschon, Dean of the
Center for Social Science and Business Information Sciences.
Because of the proximity in the northern most part of the
county, “Boonville is an ideal fit to serve the North Country and
the community’s willingness to host us has enabled MVCC to
bring this service to their doorsteps.”
According to Buttenschon, if this course is successful there
will be an expanded curriculum offered in Boonville and
these courses can be applied toward the general education
requirements of various degree programs.
“It is a matter of ensuring the residents of the northern part of
the county can have the same opportunities those living in and
around Utica and Rome currently have,” added Buttenschon.
MVCC has also finalized agreements with the Stanley
Theater and the Utica Library to house classes in those
two buildings. The mission behind this agreement is to offer
students who live downtown and are just entering college, the
opportunity to take classes closer to home, in a cohort-driven
learning community format. The College is also offering credit
courses in Oriskany at Cornell Cooperative Extension.
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OFF-CAMPUS LOCATION - The College joined in a partnership with the City
of Utica Municipal Housing Authority this past summer to design and create the
Education Center located on Elizabeth Street.

“The response within the community for the non-credit
programs has been so enthusiastic that we are pleased to
respond to their needs with for-credit-courses in the broader
sense,” said Dr. Eannace.

Community enrichment programs
MVCC has been enriching the lives of Mohawk Valley
residents for decades through the Center for Corporate and
Community Education (CCED). It was through the offering of
these non-credit courses that College officials learned of the
growing desire for expanded education in many neighborhoods.
“We have always done corporate training on site at
businesses in order to save time for the employees and to
make it more convenient for them,” said Franca Armstrong,
Executive Director of CCED, about MVCC’s College in the
Workplace program. This program includes an accounting
program held in Rome at the DFAS facilities. “It was through
programs like these that we learned there was a need
and a desire for non-credit enrichment classes within the
communities.”
Over the past four years, courses such as ballroom dancing,
Zumba, swim lessons, and cooking classes have been offered
in the Oneida County residents’ backyards. This spring, CCED
is offering 83 of its 200 classes at off-campus sites with a
growing demand for more. Classes, workshops and programs
are being hosted at the Ava Dorman Senior Center in Rome,
Jewish Community Center, Mohawk Glen Golf Course, MVCC
Learning Center, New Hartford’s Perry Junior High School and
High School, Preswick Glen, New York State School for the
Deaf, Westmoreland Central School, as well as partnerships
with Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES and Herkimer County
Community College.
“It has been very well received with good partnerships. It has
been more community focused and the people in communities
such as Westmoreland are excited because they can go to the
high school to take a Zumba class,” said Armstrong.
MVCC and CCED are in planning stages of offering more
credit and non-credit enrichment courses at off-campus sites
as long as the enrollment continues to be progressive and the
public demand remains.
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A ‘Zest’ of flavor has come to
the Academic Building lobby
Sodexo Campus Services has spiced up the menu for the
Academic Building with the introduction of its Zest concept.
New this semester, MVCC has joined Marymount University in
Virginia as the pilot programs for this new program.
“This is part of an initiative by Sodexo to offer a healthier
alternative which is also eco-friendly,” said Jason Martin, Chef
Manager for Sodexo. “Because MVCC has dorms and a large
enrollment of commuters, it was viewed as a good location to
discover how well this format of menu and style of food would
be received.”
The new Zest is eco-friendly in several ways. All Styrofoam
containers have been eliminated and replaced with recycled
paper bowls and cups. The coffee being served is Sodexo’s
Aspretto brand which is “free trade,” meaning it is purchased
under fair trade provisions offering the growers the best price
and a living wage for all workers.
What most customers will notice is that Zest has a hot food
option in the AB lobby. There are three choices for flat bread
sandwiches - Chicken Ceasar, Roast Beef and Pepper Jack
Cheese, Mozzarella and Tomato. These flat bread sandwiches
are then toasted in a Merry Chef Oven which is a cross
between a convection oven and a microwave. Sandwiches take
30 seconds and come out crispy. They can then be topped with
choice of lettuce or tomato and a variety of sauces including
pesto, mustard horseradish, ancho chili, red pepper or mango
habanero sauce.
Other new offerings include gourmet macaroni and cheese,
which will change weekly, breakfast sandwiches featuring egg,
cheese, sausage and ham on flat bread, and an entire new
line of baked goods made fresh daily. These include muffins,
cookies, desert cakes, cinnamon rolls and bisciotti.
For those customers looking for a cold sandwich, there
are three new deli offerings - Turkey Cheddar, Spicy Italian
Ciabatta, and Vegetable Multi-Grain Baguette.
For customers who enjoyed what the former café offered,

EVENTS

Monday, January 31
Noon - Cultural Series Art Lecture, IT 225
2:00 pm - Circle K, ACC 212
5:30 pm - CCED/Tai Chi: Beginners, ACC 116
6:30 pm - CCED/Tai Chi: Advanced, ACC 116
7:00 pm - Ballroom Dancing, IT Lobby 1st Floor
Tuesday, February 1
2:30 pm - College Senate, IT 225
5:30 pm - Relay for Life, IT 225
6:30 pm - CCED/Belly Dancing, ACC 116
7:00 pm - MVCC Women’s Basketball vs. Herkimer CCC, Gym
8:00 pm - Concert (DGV): Toby Foyeh and Orchestra Africa,
Theater
Wednesday, February 2
8:00 am - CCED/YWCA, IT 225
2:00 pm - Student Activities, PH 391
4:00 pm - Program Board, ACC 212
4:00 pm - Film Club, IT 220
7:00 pm - Comedian: Nore Davis, ACC Snack Bar
7:30 pm - MVCC Concert Band, ACC116
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ZEST COMES TO AB - Students enjoy the new menu being offered by Sodexo
Food Service at the cafe in the lobby of the Academic Building on the Utica
Campus.

all Simply to Go salads are still being offered, as well as the
wedged sandwiches at just $1.99. The price for a flat bread
sandwich is $4.69 and for the deli sandwiches it is $4.39. Add a
bag of chips or piece of whole fruit to either whole sandwich for
$4.99. There is also a ½ deli sandwich combo which includes
regular soup or side salad with choice of potato chips or whole
fruit for $4.99.
The hours for Zest are Monday – Thursday, 7:30 a.m. - 8
p.m.; and Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
“People like that there is a hot option in the AB lobby,” added
Martin. “The students have voiced that they are excited about
the option and the seating arrangements have been moved
around a bit which makes it feel more spacious.”

Thursday, February 3
10:00 am - SNO Blood Drive Sign-up, AB Lobby
Noon - Comedian: Pete Lee, MV Commons
5:00 pm - BBG Dance, ACC 116
6:00 pm - CCED/Digital Photo Editing, IT 219
7:00 pm - Ballroom Dancing, IT Lobby 1st Floor
6:00 pm - Jitters Open Mic Night and Café,
Festine Auditorium/MV Commons
Friday, February 4
10:00 am - Student Activities, ACC 212
Noon - SNO Blood Drive Sign-up, AB Lobby
2:00 pm - National Wear Red Day: Photo Taken, IT Lobby
4:00 pm - Chess Club, ACC 114
7:00 pm - Ballroom Dancing, IT Lobby 1st Floor
Saturday, February 5
7:00 am - Math Event, IT Lobby 2nd Floor/IT 218
11:00 am - CCED/Digital Photography Basics, IT 219
Noon - Film/Family Fun Series: “Kung Fu Panda,” Chinese New
Year Celebration, Festine Auditorium
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MVCC Faces: Joanna Nassimos
Athlete of the Week
With the start of the indoor
track season, Chris Gattman has
picked up where he left off last
spring for the Hawks. Gattman
broke his own school record in
the 35-pound weight throw at the
Hamilton College Indoor Track
and Field Invitational.
For this performance, he was
selected as MVCC’s Athlete
Gattman
of the Week for the week of
January 23.
His record breaking throw was 55 feet, 5 ½
inches not only set a new MVCC record, but this
toss was the farthest by any Region III athlete.
Gattman is a sophomore Recreation and Leisure
major and a graduate from Fort Plain High School.

Submit information
for Communitas
to Rich Haubert
at rhaubert@mvcc.edu

Joanna Nassimos
Technical Assistant
Disability Services Office
When it comes to helping students with disabilities, the
College’s Disability Services Office is busy going the extra mile.
New to the office to help make sure every student’s need is
met is Joanna Nassimos.
Nassimos is the Technical Assistant in the Disability Services
Office. In the first month since taking the position, she has been
busy scheduling, preparing and administering accommodative
tests. She is also responsible for creating, monitoring, and
maintaining online student files while assisting faculty and
Academic Centers with coordination of services through
Disability Services.
A native of Whitesboro, Nassimos earned a Bachelor’s
Degree in Psychology, with a minor in Management, from Utica
College.
In her spare time she enjoys reading and exercising through
walking. Her parents are Sharon and Joe Nassimos.

Free workshops in Rome to teach proper use of tools
The College’s Aviation Maintenance Training Center, located
at the MVCC Rome Campus Hangar, 116 Langley Rd, in the
Griffiss Technology Park, Rome, will begin a free lecture/
demonstration series on getting the most out of your homeworkshop.
This 8-week series will be held in the MVCC Aviation Training
Center every Tuesday starting February 1, from 7-8:30 p.m.
All lectures and demonstrations will be geared toward getting
the most for your money when setting-up/improving a home
workshop, as well as advanced/unique technical operations
and safety methods in using typical home-workshop machinery
and tools.
Both beginning and advanced use/safety topics on a wide
array of tools and accessories will be covered throughout
the series, with a different category of tooling covered each
week as follows: 1) scroll saws/rotary tools; 2) routers/accys.;
3) table-saw tactics; 4) drill presses/band-saws; 5) sanders/
planers/jointers; 6) wood lathes/shapers; 7) radial-arm and
miter-slider saws/shopsmiths; 8) “Tool Rally” encompassing
overview of workshop tooling.
Although not a hands-on type of shop-class, students will be
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exposed to various operations via lectures and work piece/tool
demonstrations by a “workshop junkie” with more than 40 years
home workshop experience. In addition to the basics, coverage
will be given to “exotic” techniques such as: machining foamrubber with routers/saws/sanders;
lathe turning bowls/spindles/
Did
spirals on a table-saw;
kno you
Did
cutting cloth/paper & rubber
w?
stamps on a scroll saw;
offe you k
Bus rs Ac now
and grinding glass and
Cou ines cou that
metals with routers.
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t
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walk-in basis with
cla ents otal o Y in
no preregistration
sse too
f 64
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required, however t ye
r
ar. e
seating is limited to 25.
For any questions or to
reserve seating, contact:
SultanOfSawdust@aol.com.
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