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MVCC gaming gurus team up to create
MyPaperPlane3 app for smart phones
One of the simple pleasures of childhood was making paper
airplanes and sending them flying across the room. Now with
the addition of a smart phone, gamers can experience the
pleasure of guiding an aircraft along an obstacle course in
“MyPaperPlane3.”
This adventure, which
falls under the category
of Casual Games, was
developed and created by
MVCC’s own Josh Piejko
and Nolan Snyder for
Wavecade. Designed as
downloadable game apps
for the iPhone and iPad
through the iTunes store
and for Android phones through the Android store, this game
has quickly gained an appeal with both seasoned gamers and
those of casual interest (www.tapscape.com/my-paper-plane-3review). This game can be downloaded for 99 cents, or a free
trial version is available for some phones by searching for
mypaperplane3lite.
“We wanted a clean look in the artwork that wasn’t hindered
by graphics or annoying messages that pop up,” says Piejko,
who was responsible for level design tactile modeling and
texturing with Roman Revzin, owner of Wavecade. “The main
goal of this game was to make it fun so that anyone can play.
You don’t have to have a lot of knowledge of other games to
play.”
Once the game concept began development, Snyder was
brought into the mix to compose, perform and record all the
music for the different levels of the game along with sound
effects and voices. Snyder performed all the music using a
guitar keyboard/sequencer and synthesizer.
“I studied other game music and researched other games
to find out what was appropriate. I took inspiration from other
games and then wrote the music to suit our game’s action,”
said Snyder. It took him two weeks to compose and record the
soundtrack for MyPaperPlane3, but he has been composing
pieces for other projects for years. “It is a lighthearted sound,
although there is one piece which is dark for an underground
level of the game.”
Both natives of the area, Piejko and Snyder are employed
in the Student Service Center which is where they met. A
conversation was sparked about the gaming project Piejko was
involved in and Nolan produced a musical demonstration for
consideration.
“We were blessed with some very amazing people to work
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WE ARE FLYING NOW - Nolan Snyder and Josh Piejko celebrate with the
launch of the new game they helped develop and create for smart phones.
MyPaperPlane3 became available at iTunes and the Android store two weeks
ago and has quickly found a following.

with such as Nolan. As soon as we heard Nolan’s demo piece,
we knew he would do a great job and he was spot on,” said
Piejko, who was an Illustration major at MVCC’s Class of 2001.
Piejko went on to earn a Bachelor’s degree in film animation
from Rochester Institute of Technology. “I knew video games
were something I wanted to try, so I work three years in New
York City as a 3D animator for Large Animal Games.”
The biggest challenge Piejko faced during the development
of MyPaperPlane3 was juggling priorities. “When you are
putting your heart and soul into a game, it isn’t hard to work
on. But having other projects going on, going to college for
my Master’s degree and working as an advisor at MVCC, it
becomes quickly challenging as to how to divide my time,”
added Piejko, who is a Marcy native.
Both Piejko and Snyder, who lives in Chadwicks and is a
native of Norway, N.Y., are looking forward to working on other
projects in the future.
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MVCC recognizes Clarke
with Emeritus status
MVCC’s art and graphic design programs have become
highly regarded within the professional world and much of
the credit goes to Robert L. Clarke. It was
his inspiration and dedication which led to
his recognition as Professor Emeritus at the
October Board of Trustees meeting.
It was Clarke’s vision which led to the
development of the MVCC Alumni Art Show
in 1987 as a way for graduates to display
their professional work. Alumni from as
far away as Alaska – and even overseas
– have submitted work to this annual show,
Clarke
a testament to the depth of the MVCC
curriculum.
A 1974 MVCC graduate in Advertising Design &
Production (AAS), Clarke went on to earn a Bachelor of Fine
Arts in Communication Design from SUNY Buffalo and a
Master of Arts in Graphic Design from Kent State University.
Upon joining MVCC’s faculty in the early 1980s, Clarke has
worked diligently to seek “real world” assignments which
students can create while attending MVCC. This led to an
MVCC graduate creating the logo for the Great American
Irish Festival, logo designs for the departments within the
City of Utica and much more.
In 2004, he was recognized with the SUNY Chancellor’s
Award for Excellence in Scholarship and Creative Activities.
As a Professor of Art, he helped create several courses in
the design curriculum.
Clarke has worked on several artistic commissions,
including a 9/11 tribute mural in Richfield Springs, and
the painting of a 500-foot section of the “Peace Wall” for
Woodstock ’99 in Rome.He provided artistic insight on the
WWII Monument for the Town of Lenox. Clarke’s other
interests include 19th century communication and Shaker
furniture. In retirement, he continues to submit to the Alumni
Art Show, having won several honors over the years.

MVCC Revises Emergency
Closure Notifications
Marketing and Communications provides this update on the
college’s protocols for delaying, closing, and notifying students
and employees in case of bad weather. The President’s Cabinet, Crisis Response Team and Information Technology have
made changes to provide timely notification.
The college’s Emergency Closing Procedure includes the
requirement that in the event of a morning weather delay or
closure, notification is to begin by 5:30 a.m. For an afternoon
closure, notification is to begin by 1:30 p.m.
Methods of notification that were used last season will continue, including local media, the college’s voicemail system,
and e-mail broadcast. Closures will also be announced via a
home-page banner at www.mvcc.edu, and notifications will now
be sent via text message, telephone, and other delivery methods by the NY-Alert emergency alert system. To make sure you
are signed up and set your NY-Alert preferences, log into SIRS,
click on “Personal Information Menu,” then click on “Emergency
Alert Contact Information.”
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January Institute
‘Sure Feels Like Love’
MVCC’s next January Institute will go a little bit country with
a keynote conversation with star musician Larry Gatlin, the
Grammy-winning creator of four #1 hits and more than 30 top
40 records on the country charts. Held Jan. 11, 2012, in the IT
Building, the January Institute will feature a full day’s worth of
employee enrichment and professional development activities
designed with input from faculty and staff across the college.
Signups are available now at www.mvcc.edu/faculty-staff/main.
Gatlin will present on teaching, Texas, and telling tales rooted
in his hometown and upbringing. He has decades of experience
in guiding young songwriters and will talk about his successes
and challenges in respecting his students and where they are
from. With insights directly applicable to teaching, Gatlin’s presentation will be enlivened by his personal story of growth as
a country musician who has earned “Top Male Vocalist of the
Year,” “Album of the Year,” and “Single of the Year” honors from
the Academy of Country Music.
Gatlin’s is one of 18 workshops spread across the day, designed to meet the diverse interests and schedules of MVCC
faculty and staff. Registrations for all workshops are limited to
the number of seats available, and participants should sign up
early to ensure getting a seat. Supervisors may run their areas
with minimal required staffing during January Institute day to
enable the maximum number of people to participate, and employees may attend one session or several depending on what
their schedules permit. Registrants will be able to enjoy free,
casual, and healthy morning refreshments and boxed lunches
in the IT Lobby.
In addition to Gatlin’s keynote, which will take place at 1:15
p.m. in the IT Theater, highlighted offerings include:
 Multiple presentations on new uses of teaching and engagement technologies including Blackboard, Wiki Office, and
Facebook and other social media.
 A presentation on diversity, civility, and their roles in creating an effective learning environment.
 Presentations on teaching techniques and classroom motivation, as well as best practices in specific courses such as MA
045 and EN 099.
 Updates on globalization and MVCC’s sustainability initiatives.
 Health, wellness, and leisure learning opportunities.
 A seminar on using StrengthsQuest in teaching.
The complete schedule, including links for registration, is live
online at www.mvcc.edu/faculty-staff/main.

Extended Library Hours
Utica Campus Library
For Finals Exams

Rome Campus Library
For Final Exams

Saturday, December 10
8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 11
12:00 noon – 10:00 p.m.
Monday, December 12
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 13
8:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 14
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 10
Closed
Sunday, December 11
Closed
Monday, December 12
8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 13
8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 14
8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
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