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Phi Theta Kappa launches campaign
to encourage academic completion
One of the biggest challenges all community colleges face is
getting students to commit to completing degrees or certificate
programs. As part of a year-long campaign, members of the Phi
Theta Kappa Honor Society launched the Commit to Complete
program, designed to encourage students fulfill academic
requirements.
PTK organized a daylong event on the Quad on Tuesday
entitled College Completion Day as part of the College annual
Welcome Week festivities. The goal was to inspire as many
students as possible to sign the pledge wall and seek help to
be successful in their studies.
Carlos Pulquerio, Vice President for Leadership of MVCC’s
Phi Theta Kappa chapter said, “Community college completion
has become an increasingly urgent issue in our country. The
United States has fallen from being the world’s leader in the
percentage of citizens holding higher education credentials to
twelfth among industrialized countries.”
He goes on to say, “In the coming years, jobs requiring at
least an Associate degree are projected to grow twice as fast
as those requiring no college experience. To meet this need,
President Obama set two national goals: By 2020, America will
once again have the highest proportion of college graduates in
the world, and community colleges will produce an additional
five million graduates.”
Throughout the year, members of PTK will organize events
and programs as well as help students achieve academic success. The theme of this year’s PTK induction ceremony will be
College Completion, and chapter members will perform community service activities such as the intergenerational cleanup.
On hand for Tuesday’s event were President Randall J. VanWagoner, Ph.D., Board Members David Mathis and Anthony
J. Colon, Student Trustee Esther Caldwell, Student Congress
President John Coleman, and Phi Theta Kappa Chapter President Nicole Kraeger, along with dozens of faculty and staff.

SEEKING ACADEMIC COMMITTMENT - The College Phi Theta Kappa chapter
launched a Commit to Complete Campaign which is meant to encourage
students to finish their degree or certificate work. Kicking off the campaign
was Carlos Pulquerio, Vice President for Leadership for PTK. Looking on are
Nicole Kraeger, president of the College’s PTK, and MVCC President Randall J.
VanWagoner, Ph.D.

According to college completion research, students who earn
an Associate degree will earn up to $400,000 more over their
lifetime than workers without a degree, and those earning a degree or certificate are more likely to be hired and retained than
those without a degree.
The day’s events wrapped up with internationally-known
speaker and author Jon Vroman addressing the importance of
engaging in education as a means to reaching completion. The
event qualified as a DGV credit and inspired everyone to see
the value of fulling their academic hopes and dreams.

Tenth Anniversary of 9/11 attacks remembered
It has been 10 years since the world was
shocked by what unfolded live on television
with the destruction of the World Trade
Center towers and attack on the Pentagon.
In remembrance of the September 11, 2001
attacks and those who suffered and lost their
lives, MVCC and Maynard Fire Department
will be hosting “A Tribute to 9/11.”
This event will take place on Thursday,
September 1, starting at 5:15 p.m. with a
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ceremony at the 9/11 Memorial located at
the corner of Sherman Drive and Culver
Avenue. It will be followed by a ceremony,
lecture and presentation by two individuals
who experienced the attacks firsthand Mickey Kross and Kevin Hughes – at 6:30
p.m. in the MVCC Theater on the Utica
Campus.
Please Continue on Page 4

Kross

Hughes
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Dr. Cantor named president of SMCC
There were big changes on the Rome Campus over the
summer as Ronald G. Cantor, Ph.D., Associate Vice President
and Dean of the Rome Campus, announced his appointed
as president of Southern Maine Community College in South
Portland. This marks the second time in four years that a
member of MVCC’s administration has been tapped to become
a president of a community college.
“My family and I are delighted to join the SMCC community,”
said Dr. Cantor. “From South Portland to Brunswick and Bath,
the College and region are filled with superb opportunities.
My career has been focused on education and workforce
development to fuel economic and cultural growth. No place is
better than Maine for accomplishing meaningful, practical goals
in these areas, and Southern Maine Community College is
helping to brighten the region’s future.”
Dr. Cantor was honored for his work and dedication to
the Rome Campus and the City of Rome during a farewell
reception held in August in the Atrium of the Plumley Complex.
“Ron’s contributions to MVCC, the City of Rome and
the surrounding communities have been immense. His
dedication will surely be missed by all those he has touched
through during his time at MVCC,” said President Randall J.
VanWagoner, Ph.D.
Dr. Cantor brings three decades of experience in higher
education administration to SMCC. Prior to working at MVCC,
he served as an associate dean at Jefferson Community
College and as Vice President of the Great Lakes Colleges
Association.
“Ron brings a set of essential attributes to this important job:
highly relevant professional experiences, strong leadership
skills, a vision for the college, and genuine kindness and
warmth,” said Maine Community College System President

COST OF GOOD ADVICE - Just as in the comic strip “The Peanuts” where
Charlie Brown hands Lucy a nickle for advice, Kristen Bowers presented Ron
Cantor, Ph.D., with a nickle for all the good advice he has given her over the
past year. This was done during a farewell reception for Dr. Cantor, who was appointed president of the Southern Maine Community College over the summer.

John Fitzsimmons. “I am confident that SMCC will thrive under
his leadership and students, employees, and community
members will be proud to have him at the head of this great
institution.”
Dr. Cantor holds a Ph.D. from Syracuse University, a master’s
in higher education from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
and a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of New
Hampshire. He replaces Dr. James O. Ortiz, who has served as
SMCC president for the past 10 years and retired this summer.

MVCC employees help make wishes come true
Employees at Mohawk Valley Community College helped
raise $695 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Central New
York during the College’s summer “Celebration of Success”
employee recognition event which was held on the Utica
Campus in May.
“There are many employees here at MVCC who have
connection with the Make-A-Wish Foundation,” said Jennifer
DeWeerth, Assistant Dean of Student Enrollment and
Advisement. “They do so much to help ease the burden children
are facing during an extremely difficult time in their lives.”
DeWeerth joined MVCC President Randall J. VanWagoner,
Ph.D., in presenting a check for $695 to Andrea Marshall,
Director of Development for the Make-A-Wish Foundation of
Central New York.
MVCC’s employees raised this money by holding a special
fundraising basket raffle during the “Celebration of Success.”
More than 30 departments and offices at the College donated
baskets to be raffled off, with MVCC’s employees voting on
what charity to donate the proceeds to. The Make-A-Wish
Foundation recently helped make the dream of visiting Disney
World a reality for DeWeerth’s son, Zachary, as he battles
leukemia.
The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Central New York serves
15 counties (Broome, Cayuga, Chenango, Cortland, Herkimer,
Jefferson, Lewis, Madison, Oneida, Onondaga, Oswego,
Otsego, St. Lawrence, Tioga & Tompkins) and grants 65 to 75
wishes annually.
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MAKING WISHES COME TRUE - MVCC President Randall J. VanWagoner
presented Andrea Marshall, Director of Development for the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Central New York, with a check for $695 which was raised by MVCC
employees. Joining them is Jennifer DeWeerth, Assistant Dean of Student Enrollment and Advisement.

Approximately 70 percent of every dollar contributed to the
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Central New York is used directly
to help grant wishes. The organization grants the requests of
children (ages 2½ - 18) facing life-threatening illness which has
been found to comfort the children during their healing process.
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Dick Suhr selects Samaritan Counseling
Center to benefit from ‘Aeries Award’
Dick Suhr, the Director of Corporate Education in the Center
for Corporate and Community Education at the College, was
the winner of MVCC’s Second Annual “Aeries Award.” This
award is accompanied by a $1,000 grant which is presented to
a local non-profit organization of his choice.
Suhr selected the Samaritan Counseling Center of the
Mohawk Valley, Inc., to receive this check on July 13, during a
ceremony on the Utica Campus. Suhr earned this privilege as
the winner of MVCC’s Aeries Award, which recognizes a faculty
or staff member for dedication to giving back to the community
through volunteer service activities. The award was presented
to Suhr at the conclusion of MVCC’s 2010-2011 academic year
during the “Hawks Who Soar” employee recognition luncheon.
Funding for the grant is provided by the MVCC Foundation, Inc.
The criteria for the Aeries Award call for nominees who are
actively involved in the betterment of MVCC’s campuses as
well as the community at large.
Suhr, a resident of Clinton, is currently serving as the Chair
of the Samaritan Counseling Center Board of Directors, where
he has served on the board for four years. He has continually
demonstrated his commitment to the Samaritan Center’s
mission of providing assistance and help to residence of the
Mohawk Valley through faith and understanding.
“Dick Suhr is an exemplar of inspiration. When involved in
any activity, be it for work, church, community services, or his
own family and friends, Dick gives his all and always accepts
a challenge. His energy and enthusiasm are contagious and
inspire all around him to do their best and get involved,” said
Father Paul Drobin, chaplain at Utica College. “With Dick’s
involvement in the Samaritan Counseling Center, he has
immersed himself in fundraising initiatives, personnel evaluations
to ensure quality services for the community, and has given
overall support to the Counsel to make it the best it can be.”

GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY - Frank DuRoss, Executive Director of
MVCC’s Institutional Advancement, presented Dick Suhr with a check for $1,000
which was in turn donated to the Samaritan Counseling Center of the Mohawk
Valley. Looking on is Gregory A. Kovacs, LMFT, Executive Director of the Samaritan Counseling Center.

In addition to his involvement with the Samaritan Counseling
Center, Suhr has shown his dedication to the A Better Chance
(ABC) Program at Clinton High School, where he has served as
president of the board and has sat on the General Fundraising
Committee for the past 10 years. The ABC Program is a
residential program which brings students from disadvantaged
homes and environments, and provides them with the
opportunity to live in housing at Hamilton College and attend
Clinton High School to better prepare for a successful future.
Suhr is also a volunteer with the Clinton Historical Society.

MHA invest in College’s Cornhill education center
MVCC and the Utica Municipal Housing Authority plan to
expand their partnership for providing college education and
services to residents of the Cornhill neighborhood of Utica. The
partnership and a $155,391 investment by MHA in MVCC’s
“Challenge and Opportunity” Major Gifts Campaign were
announced today at a news conference at the MVCC/MHA
Education Center, 524 Elizabeth Street.
“The partnership between our organizations is already
making a significant difference in our community, giving more
people access to a college education as well as educating our
local workforce to do jobs that support urban Utica’s economic
revitalization,” said MVCC President Randall J. VanWagoner,
Ph.D. “By hosting us at Third and Elizabeth, MHA is helping
us focus our local efforts to promote student success and
community engagement.” MHA and MVCC first launched the
joint Education Center last summer.
“MVCC is the community’s college, and this Education Center
is one way the college makes good on its commitment to all the
communities it serves,” said Taras J. Herbowy, Ed.D., executive
director of Utica MHA. “We are proud to work with MVCC to
make college and its economic benefits more readily available
to people in this neighborhood.”
The partnership will bring a new college learning community
to the Education Center starting this September. MHA is
providing an additional space to be used as a classroom,
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and MVCC will provide faculty and administrative support
for students. Designed to provide a supportive, wraparound
college experience, the learning community will provide up
to 15 students with a full-time, 13-credit semester applicable
toward MVCC’s general studies associates degree. The
learning community concept features block scheduling, in this
case a 9 a.m.-3 p.m., four-days-a-week schedule that enables
students to complete a semester’s studies in a timely fashion
while having time for other responsibilities. Scholarships and
financial aid are available to eligible students, and each day
of class sets aside time for free tutoring and study as students
bond together as a group.
MVCC will also seek to expand the number of students
served in its for-credit, one-year Carpentry/Masonry program
at MHA from nine per semester (2010-11 average) to 16
per semester. These students will practice skills necessary
for employment in the trades by conducting weatherization,
property repairs, construction of ramps and railings, and other
activities that will help revitalize and improve the neighborhood
around the Education Center.
MVCC will maintain and expand selected non-credit
community education programs in response to local needs,
such as lead abatement training. MVCC has provided more than
380 local contractors and community members with non-credit
training at the Cornhill Education Center in the last year.
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Hawks soccer team picking up momentum
The men’s soccer team fields a team which on paper is the
strongest it has been in years. In the opening week of the
team’s season, the Hawks proved that strength with back-toback victories over junior college soccer powerhouses.
On Saturday in the first round of the Finger Lakes Community
College Tournament, the Hawks beat nationally ranked Howard
Community College (Ranked No. 6) by the score of 3-0. The
driving force for the Hawks was returning forward and leading scorer Armin Budnjo, with two goals in the first half, both
assisted by David Gould. Sophomore Greg Nelson scored the
third goal for the Hawks off an assist by Tyler DeLuca.
“We have eight starters returning which make a big difference
for a two-year program,” said MVCC coach Bob Gould. “We
have a solid defense with loads of talent at mid-field. With such
a real fine group of freshmen coming in, we are going to have
players battling it out to fill the final spots.”
The Hawks kept their momentum going into Sunday’s game
by shutting out Roberts Wesleyan, 2-0. MVCC took a 1-0 lead
into halftime on a goal by Budnjo which was assisted by keeper
Matt Twitchel. MVCC put the game away with eight minutes left
on another goal by Budnjo. This Proctor High School graduate
is well on pace to surpass his 16 goals and nine assists from
last year.

The Hawks are flush with local talent with Twitchel being from
New Hartford and Gould from Frankfort.
With a 2-0 record to start the season, the Hawks square off
against Jamestown CC on Saturday in a Region III contest.
They then advance t play Alfred State on Sunday with both
games being played at SUNY Delhi.
Visit the Hawks website at www.mvcc.edu/athletics/menssoccer-1/mens-soccer to learn more about the program.

Athlete of the Week
9/11 tribute continued from Page 1
Mickey Kross was a Lieutenant with the Fire Department
of New York on Engine 16 on September 11, 2001. While
he and 12 of his men were trying to escort people from the
burning wreckage of the North Tower, the building suddenly
collapsed. Kross, the firefighters, a police officer and am office
secretary were entombed under tons of debris in Stairwell B.
Miraculously, all 14 people were able to escape. Kross, now
retired, was one of 20 people to survive the attack on the World
Trade Center.
His account of surviving the collapse of the North Tower,
harrowing yet ultimately uplifting, will linger in the memories of
those in attendance long after they watch his video, listen to
him speak and meet the man.
Kevin Hughes is a Marcy native and former Maynard
Firefighter. He was working as an investment banker in the
South Tower of the World Trade Center on September 11. As
a tank commander in the Marine reserves, Hughes was also
among the first U.S. troops to enter Iraq at the start of the war.
Seating is limited and there will be room in IT225 for the
overflow with video/audio streaming.
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Armin Budnjo kicked off this season for the
men’s soccer team where he left
off in the 2010 season. Budnjo
lead the Hawks to back-to-back
victories over the weekend with
four goals in two games. This
performance earned him the
MVCC Athlete of the Week honor
for the week off August 28.
Budnjo scored his first two
goals in MVCC’s 3-0 victory over
Budnjo
pre-season nationally ranked
Howard Junior College in the first game of the
Finger Lakes Community College Tournament on
Saturday. Howard was ranked No. 6.
Budnjo returned to form on Sunday by carrying
the Hawks to a 2-0 victory over Roberts Wesleyan
Junior College.
Budnjo is sophomore and local talent who
graduated from Proctor High School.
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